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Television Violence and the Effect It Has On Society

Since the beginning of time, violence has been a part of life.  Wars have long been going on, and fighting happens almost daily.  Now more than ever there is violence in society, and people are looking for a scapegoat.  This is usually television.  Television has been given a bad reputation for other people’s actions.  I think that television is not a cause of violence in society because violence has existed for ages, television is just television, not real life, and that some television provides a service that can’t be judged based on content.


When was television considered mainstream, the 1940’s?  How long has violence been around, since the beginning of time?  I find it odd that now, in this busy day in age, television, not stress, is being blamed for violence.  We had many wars before TV was invented, and how many wars have we had since?  About two, the Vietnam War and the Gulf war.  I know what you are saying, “This isn’t a question about war.”  Fine, let us make it petty crimes, theft, murder.  All of these figures are up since the invention of television, according to Newsweek report done in 1995.  But is that because of television or is that because of every person fighting for American dollars.  Everything has been rushed and life is at a hectic pace, and when people fall behind the commit crimes, yet people like to blame it on TV.

I hate it when people say they did something because they saw it on TV.  That is the worse excuse ever, yet it works.  Shows such as Jackass and wrestling have recently been blamed for kids doing stupid things, and that is just garbage.  Kids are adventurous by nature.  They do things just to see the consequences, but when something goes wrong they usually blame television and that is out of line.  TV is fake.  It is usually meant to be fake, and people take this out of context.  I saw superman fly the other day, yet you do not see me jumping off my third story balcony.

If someone were to provide you with a service, would you go out the next day and blame that person for your problems?  I would not either.  Everyday the local news provides you with the newspaper on live TV.  It saves you about 3 hours so you do not need to read the paper.  Lately people have been saying the news is too gruesome and shows too much violence for children.  That is preposterous.  First off, what kid needs to be up at 11 o’clock at night to watch what happened on the lower east side.  And people say, “Well, there is morning news too.”  Have you ever watched the morning news?  It is all traffic and weather, and the occasional crime, but toned down so children can see it.  Second, you can not filter everything.  The news is like having a man or woman come into your house and read you the paper for you.  Would you like him to leave out half the stuff? I did not think so.

Next time you have a problem; do not blame it on television.  TV has enough problems with standards and practices that it does not need another person telling it what to do.  Also do not try to do things you see on TV, unless it is something like gardening or painting.  Society is violent because it is at a hectic pace and it can’t slow down.  People who are the slowest tend to catch up to the others by committing crimes to benefit themselves, not because they saw someone do it on TV.  TV is not perfect, but nothing is perfect.
